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9:00 AM - 9:55 AM

"PLANETS & STARS: A Guide o the Universe”

Analytical Software Inc.

Mark R. Haley, Developer

This new multimedia CD-ROM includes narrated slide shows, interactive star maps, photographs and videos on
aver 80 constellations (including the 12 signs of the Zodiac), and the US space program. This is being released
as interest in space is increasing due fo the return of Senator John Glenn into space and the beginning of
construction of the Space Station in late 1998. This and other popular CD-ROMS ("America’s National Parks and
Foresis” and "The World’s Great Cities, Parks and Wildlife™) will be available for $10 each, half of the list price.

There will also be a drawing for free producis. *

10:00 AM - 11:55 AM
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

"To Be Announced"

North Texas PC Users Group
Business Meeting — Room 1061

* Tickets for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes before until 15 minutes after the start-

time of the meeting to attending NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

8:00 - 8:55

Intemet — WEB Developers

Microsoft Networking

Visual BASIC - Beginning

8:00 - 9:55
Hardware Solutions

9:00 - 9:55

DOS/ Operating Systems

General Genealogy
Intemet-Advanced
Introduction to the PC
SQL Server
Quicken
Visual BASIC
Windows Applications
MS Word for Windows
Y2K SIG (new)
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November 14

9:00 - 10:55
Dallas Corel

10:00 - 10:55
ACT!

CAD
Emerging Technologies
Fox Pro Database
Networking
internet-Beginning
Introduction toe the PC
PAF-Genealogy
WordPerfect for Windows
UNIX

11:00 - 11:30
Business Meeting
11:00 - 11:55

Assembly Language
Family Tree Maker

11:00 - 11:55 Ctd.
CAD (Cont.)
Investars
Micrografx
Microsoft FrontPage

" Ultimate Family Tree
Spreadsheets
Microsoft Visual C++/MFC

11:30 - 12:00
NTPCI_JG Orientation

12:00 - 12:55
Access
Alpha Four
Communications
Deskiop Publishing
Introduction to the PC
Java
The Master Genealogist

12:00 - 1:55
VRGN Intermet Gaming
1:00 - 1:55
ActiveX Developers
Business Apps./DAC Easy

1:00 - 1:55 Ctd.
Introduction to the PC
Lotus Notes & Domino

QuickBooks

2:00 - 2:55

Advanced Programmers

SIG Schedules may be sub-
ject to changes at the last
minute. Please consult the
BBS, or the NTPCUG Web
page {www.ntpcug.org)
and remember to check the
handouts in the INFOMART
lobby and at the NTPCUG
Information Booth in the
Vendor Area for latest SIG
schedules and room
locations.
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Bring Your Membership Card
orR Your Current NewsleTTer

There will be a $3.00 admission charge to go into
the Vendor Area beginning in November, unless
you are a member of the NTPCUG or Apple
Corps groups. We are working out the details,
and there will be some unhappy people, but the
object is to increase our Group’s membership, and
to help pay for advertising the relocation of the
meetings beginning in January 1999.

If you have a little time to give back to the Group,
ask Claude McClure at the NTPCUG Information
Desk if you can volunteer for an hour. Or better
yet, call Claude before the meeting and volunteer.
His number is in the back of this newsletter.

We Are Excited About the Move

Hopefully, by the time that this is being read, we
will have a contract with Skyline High School as a
meeting place for the User Groups. Skyline has
an excellent facility with classrooms and a large
auditorium.

Skyline is approximately 1 mile from Big Town
Mall, site of the Vendor Area. I have included
maps to each location in the newsletter. [Ed.
Note: map can be found on next page.]

NTPCUG TRAINING VIDEOS

Check out the new NTPCUG
Multimedia Rental LIBRARY

NTPCUG is now offering
(as a member benefit) rental of training
videotapes, audiotapes and CD's to
Members at the NTPCUG Information
Booth in the Vendor Area

The NTPCUG Multimedia Library Includes:
Program Tutorials, Interactive Learning Guides
for Begioners and Advanced Users in a wide
range of PC Applications from Arts & Graphics
to Windows 95 and ... Everything in Between

Contact us NOW!
NTPCUG Information Booth
Claude McClure (972) 8670978
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The confirmed 12929 meeting daTes are:
4 January 16
4 February 27
<+ March 20
+ April 17
+ May 15

If there is a March Vendor show;, it will be on
March 27. Big Town Mall is located east of down-
town Dallas. From Interstate 35E, take Interstate
30 east until it splits with Highway 80. On High-
way 80, it is just a short distance to the Big Town
Boulevard exit. The Mall is at the corner of High-
way 80 and Big Town Boulevard.

The new vendor location is larger, parking is free,
and there will be a food service vendor on the
premises. A map is included in the newsletter.

Microsofr eXTreme 7

The Microsoft eXtreme 3 event will be held on the
same Saturday as our November 14 meeting. The
event will take place at the UA Cinema at Preston-
wood and Belt Line at noon.

SAM’S Club Membership

North Texas PC Users Group members are eligible
for a membership in Sam’s Cluk. To apply, go to
any North Texas Sam’s Club Membership Desk
and show your NTPCUG membership card. The
membership entitles you to make purchases at
Sam’s Clubs with a 5% upcharge fee added to
your total. It is a great deal and a tremendous
membership benefit.

New Member Benehir

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc. has filed
the paperwork to join the Texans Credit Union.
Texans Credit Union has been providing financial
services for over 45 years and currently has assets
exceeding $835 million. Their services include an
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ATM network; telephone and personal computer
access systems, loans by telephone, and an auto-
mobile purchasing assistance program. The Tex-
ans Credit Union has seven Dallas offices, and of-
fices in Midland, Austin, Houston, and Sherman.

As soon as I receive approval from their Board of
Directors, I will invite Texans to one of our Satur-
day meetings to hand out literature and answer
your questions. We will also come up with a way
for you to receive their literature on benefits, loca-
tions, and fees if you do not attend that Saturday
meeting.

Help Needed

Several good ideas have been brought upat the
Business Meeting (held at 11:00 a.m. on each User
Group Saturday meeting day). The first one is to
expand the membership database to start collect-
ing e-mail addresses. In doing so, we have the
foundation for a list server, which is a way to get

HIBH
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the word out to

our members @?x

about meetings, <o

voting, and spe- PR SEZ ¢ o CTd.
cial membership

offers.

The next idea, from Mark Camp, NTPCUG SIG
Leader, was to offer a DOM disk, or a disk from
the stock of a shareware vendor, to each person
paying $3.00 to get into the vendor area. This
would help educate them on what the User Group
does, and make them feel that they are getting
something for their $3.00.

Our Web server is almost ready for prime time.
The latest estimate is that by the time you read
this, it will be in place. The next task is for our
Web development groups to start working on
plans to add to our site so that it is the premiere
User Group site on the Web.

No-Show SIG Leaders

Qur SIG leaders are volunteers.
When a SIG leader starts a new SIG,
we encourage him or her to find an
Assistant. The Assistant helps with
the programs and is available if the
SIG leader is ill, on vacation, or gets
called away to their real job. If a
SIG Leader does not show, let Alex
Lilley, SIG Coordinator, know. Alex
will follow up with the leader and,
if circumstances warrant, help the

- SIG Leader find an assistant or an al-
ternate. If there is a chronic prob-

s lem of leadership for a SIG and no
-one steps forward to lead it, then
Alex will notify the Board of Direc-
e=me tors that the SIG is being cancelled.

Photo Op

At the October meeting, Doug Be-
dell, Staff Writer for the The Dallas
Morning News, along with a photog-
rapher, were interviewing User
Group officers and taking photos of
the Vendor Area, hopefully for publi-
cation in an upcoming edition of the
“Personal Technology” section

found in each Tuesday’s The Dallas
Morning News.

Andy Oliver
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Tiger DistribuTing
Responds To

October LeTTER

[Ed. Note: The following is a reprint of a
letter from Tiger distributed at the October
17, 1998, NTPCUG Meeting. |

QOctober 15, 1998

Reagan Andrews, Managing Editor
North Texas PC News

6402 Vanderbilt

Dallas, Texas 752143453

Re: Article in the North Texas PC News
Dear Mr. Andrews,

Tiger Distributing has been in the business of sell-
ing computer components including computer sys-
tems and software since February, 1996. Tiger Dis-
tributing is proud of its reputation for excellence,
quality service, and competitive prices. Tiger Dis-
tributing is also proud of its involvement with
groups such as the North Texas PC User’s Group.

Tiger Distributing was shocked to read a letier
written by Francis Bright that recently appeared in
the North Texas PC News. Prior to the letter being
published, no one from the North Texas PC News
contacted Tiger to ascertain the truth of the allega-
tions or to give Tiger an opportunity to reply to
the statements contained in the letter. Tiger was
frankly disappointed that such a letter would be
printed in this newsletter.

Evidently, Mr. Bright was attempting to mount a
motherboard to a case. During that installation, Mr.
Bright was shorting out the motherboard because he
was incorrectly installing the motherboard without
removing a metal mounting post that was in place
from his previous board. He left that unnecessary
part in place directly under the ram area of the
motherboard. There was no screw hole to put a
motherboard screw in. This caused the ram to show
incorrect size due to the short he caused. If Mr.
Bright had been aware that there was no way for his
memory to count up to 4MB then he might have re-
alized that he was causing the error.

Even though Mr. Bright chose not to use the tech-
nical services of Tiger, we replaced the parts on
several occasions. Finally, Scott Faulkner, the head
technician at Tiger, asked Mr. Bright to bring in
his parts just as they were. During the profes-
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Comments & Opinions

sional installation of the motherboard, the error
was discovered and corrected. Tiger’s charge for
the professional installation was $49.00 for a one
hour bench and diagnostic fee. Mr. Bright could
have had the same professional installation in-
itially for the same price. Tiger Distributing only
sells new components.

Finally, Tiger was especially disturbed about Mr.
Bright’s statements about the financial condition
of Tiger. Mr. Harper is the sole financial backer of
Tiger, therefore, Tiger has not lost any financial
backer. Tiger does not have cash flow problems
nor does it have financial problems. In fact, Tiger
has just signed anew lease and is expanding into a
new 12,700 square foot facility to better serve its
customers. This expansion is in addition to retain-
ing its present retail location. Tiger Distributing
continues to grow by its ability to market prod-
ucts at competitive prices and the excellent techni-
cal staff available if needed.

Tiger Distributing regrets any concern that Mr.
Bright's letter has caused our numerous customers
who subscribe to or receive the North Texas PC
News. If any of your members ever have any ques-
tions regarding our products or service, please di-
rect them to our company for the resolution of
such problems.

Sincerely

Donald F. Harper
President
Tiger Distributing

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily

the opinions of the North Texas PC Users Group. Inc.

8
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Ask Verio

If you have a question regarding the Internet that you'd
like answered please forward your inquiries to
- sales@veriotexas.net. With offices located in Dal-
“las/Ft. Worth, Houston and Austin, Verio-Texas is the
state’s largest Internet service provider. To learn more
about Verio-Texas’ products and services visit wuww.veri-
otexas.net.

Why should my business use the Internet?

Are your staff frequently tied up with questions
about your organization, products, and services?
By making this information available electroni-
cally, they won’t need to spend as much time an-
swering questions or sending out this frequently
requested information. You will also save on post-
age and long distance phone calls. This is only
one sample of some immediate tangible benefits.
The growth of the online Internet community
shows no signs of slowing down. In fact with the
addition of Internet capabilities to the original
"commercial” online services such as CompuServe

TEXAS |

Formerly OnRamp, National Knowledge
Networks and Sigriet Partners

BUSINESS CONNECTIVITY

Lan ISDN, Point-to-Point T1, Fractional T3

WER SITE HOSTING & MANAGEMENT

Virtual Domain, Server Collocation

CONSULTING
Firewall Security, Network Design

DIAL-UP ACCESS

28.8K - 56K analog, 64K - 128K ISDN, V.90

www.veriotexas.net, info @veriotexas.net

- 1-888-266-7267
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and America Online, the Internet has now reached
an unprecedented number of households as well
as corporations, educational institutions, and gov-
ernment agencies. Most businesses will find it a
competitive necessity to be in tune with and up-to-
speed on the Internet, its services, and applica-
tions.

Many clients and business contacts now expect to
communicate electronically. In an increasing num-
ber of markets, induding banking, investment,
real estate, car dealerships, and computer software
and hardware, companies must be represented on
the World Wide Web (a multimedia Internet appli-
cation) to be competitive. Many customers expect
to find product information, technical updates,
newsletters, and, other corporate information on-
line.

As an internal business tool, inter-corporate com-
munications (even between branches in several cit-
ies or states) is facilitated. Your staff will have im-
mediate access to competitor’s public information
and can monitor customers’ reactions and com-
ments about your company. The Internet can also
be an immense time and money saver for compa-
nies who need to exchange large blocks of data/in-
formation between corporate offices or with cli-
ents.

More companies are selling products and services
over the Internet because they can take advantage
of the millions of individuals, as well as other
businesses, who use the Internet for personal use.
There is a continual increase of the use of voice
and video capabilities for conferencing and cus-
tomer interactions, and even for delivery of medi-

Who’s Verio?

Verio merged with ONRAMTP earlier this year.
Verio will be hosting the NTPCUG Web page and
assisting with transition to a more integrated site
that will feature member E-mail and newsgroup
access in the future.
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Ask Verio... Crd.

cal services, concerts, art exhibits, lobbying activi-
ties, and many other novel applications not yet
conceived. Can your business afford not to con-
nect to the Internet? If you delay today and find

it a competitive necessity tomorrow, how much
farther behind will you be in implementing and in-
tegrating this technology?

How pervasive is the Intemet, really? And who
uses it?

Several demographic surveys of both Internet and
WWW users have been conducted, all with
slightly different results. Getting a precise picture
of Internet demographics and statistics is difficult,
if not impossible.

However, some general trends emerge and some
generalizations can be made based on some real
numbers. As of July 1996, there were nearly 13
million hosts on the Internet, up from nearly 7 mil-
lion in August 1995—a doubling rate of approxi-
mately every 12-15 months. The greatest percent-

The Perfect GiFt!

Looking for a last-minute gift that’s quick,
easy and keeps on giving for the entire year?
Take a tip from Doug Gorrie and consider giv-
ing a one-year membership in the North

Texas PC Users Group. This is an especially
appropriate gift for a friend or relative who is
new to computing and interested in learning
how to use and enjoy the PC.

Point out the Genealogy SIGs to people who
are collecting information about their fami-
lies, tell friends how much the Internet SIGs
can help in easing their way into really using
the Web, and the benefits of friendly, early
computer lessons in the Introduction to the
PC SIG.

More experienced users would appreciate
value of vendor presentations in making im-
portant software and hardware decisions dur-
ing the year.

If you have a friend or relative who con-
stantly “borrows” your copy of the latest
North Texas PC News, a gift membership
might be especially welcome.
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age (more than 26%) of the host computers were
located in commercial organizations. 0

As of June 1996,the World Wide Web (one of
many applications available on the Internet) had
approximately 230,000 hosts—over double the
number from January 1996. And, as of April 1996,
the average age of WWW users was 33; over half
were college educated; over half were male; the es-
timated average income was $59,000; and 29% re-
ported being employed in professional or manage-
ment positions.

Special
Events

Update on The New NTPCUG b
WisNT (BBS) Server ??
In the September newsletter, we provided an up-

date on the status of the upcoming WinNT4.0 Serv-
er, which will replace our aging BBS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

How do we stand now? We feel that we are al-
most ready. By the time you receive this newslet-
ter, we expect to have the server in place at Verio
(our ISP) and connected to the Internet. Testing
by our conversion volunteers should have begun,
including at least some of the members that plan
to use Internet e-mail via our server.

SLinail, an e-mail product of Seattle Lab, will han-
dle our Internet e-mail. Those members with exist-
ing accounts on the old BBS that have identified
themselves fo us as Infernet e-mail users will have an
account pre-populated on the new server, using
their current name and password information.
When we officially “cut” mail to the new server,
no setup will be required on their part.

As of this writing (late October), a newsgroup
“NNTP” server is still being selected, but that, too,

Continued on page 8.
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Microsoft and North Texas PC Users Group have
teamed up to bring you Microsoft eXtreme.

Be one of the first 1o

eXperience

Microsoft.

Office 2000!

Plus, learn how to create and manage
your own Web sites with FrontPage. 2000

v Free LIVE event. Free Office 2000 beta.

Presented by . This LIVE show [on Tocation in Las Vegas)

will be broadcast to 29 theatres across the
United States. Microsoft product managars will
demonstrate the following all-naw products:

12:00-1:00  Preview of Microsoft Office 2000
Central Time  including demos of:

W Microsaft Word 2000

W Microsoft Excel 2000

W Microsoft Dutlookw 2000

B Micrasoft PawerPoins 2000

M Wicrosoft Access 2000

M Micrsoft PhotoDrawm 2000

1:00~1:45 Comprehensive sesslon on Microsaft
FromtPage 2000, the leading Web site
crestion and management product.

1:45-2:00 Hot new games|
M Microsoft Combat Fllght Simulator
W Microsoft Motocross Madress

¥ eXperience what's
new from Microgoft
pae:  Saturday, Nov. 14, 1998

pace: UAPlaza 8
Dallas, TX

nme:  12:00 pm.

EVENT CDDE 20306

Register now to attend!
For registration and complete information, visit

www.mlcrosoft.com/extreme/ and be among the first
to eXperience Office 2000 and FrontPage 2000.
O ¢all (B00) 575-1243 to register.

Register early. Seats are limited. Tell your friends!
prvided for ail registered attendees at each location.

Micresoft

® 1958 Micrusoft Corperation. All fights reserved.

Microsoft, FrontPage, Outlonk, PhotoDraw and PowerPoim are either registered trademaris or
d of Microsoft C in the Uinited States and/or other countries.

*Beta software (uppn

%
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Microsofr ANSWERS

By Robert Russell

Microsoft Technical Support (MTS) is located in
Las Colinas in Irving, and we are dispatched via
our network from Redmond, Washington. Our ob-
jective is to assist you in using the computer sys-
tems that depend on our software products. In
the complex world of computer systems, no one
can know all the innate details of each product, so

“we try to have it organized and supported so that

you can easily get to the information you need to
accomplish your business purpose.

The major service that MT5 attempts to provide is the
cheerful, accurate troubleshooting that Microsoft (r)
has been renowned for. In doing this, we use a logi-
cal approach to try and isolate the cause of the prob-
lem. This amounts to testing your system to deter-
mine where the problem is, and which component of
the system is causing the symptoms you see. We
have a large database of articles that have been writ-
ten to incorporate what we have learned from our ex-
perience in supporting customers. We refer to this as
the Knowledge Base(r), or KB. While we are assisting
you on the phone or via the Web, we may query that
database to determine if a solution has been found
previously, and a procedure written that will lead to
resolution of your problem. Its contents are also
largely available on the Web at wurv.microsoft.com/sup-
port, where you can query in any of several different
ways to get to a selection of articles that will help you
find the solution to your problem, and eliminate the
need for you to call. We are constantly updating this
database to provide new information and procedures
for correcting customers’ problems.

A recent case ] worked on was interesting and il-
lustrative. The customer was trying to import
data from his accounting system into the Small
Business Financial Manager, which is a business
analysis tool based on Microsoft Excel. He had
been on the phone to Intuit(tm), the developers of
Quickbooks(r), for numerous sessions, and they
advised him that it was a Microsoft problem since
Microsoft writes the filter and provides it as a free
download from the Web site. This customer had
Quickbooks (r) version 5.0 and version 6.0, but nei-
ther could provide a file that could be imported
into SBEM(r), even though he could import and ex-
plore the sample files successfully. Of course, this
pointed immediately to there being something
wrong with the file he was trying to import. I
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WinNT BBS Progress... Crd.

should be in place as you read
this. The NNTP server will host
our current conferences, plus a se-
lection of newsgroups from the In-
ternet’s Usenet.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

For members that already have an
Internet Service Provider (ISP), we
foresee you continuing to access regular Usenet
newsgroups through your ISF, and accessing
NTPCUG newsgroups (conferences) by using a
Sign-On from our Web page. A process is being
completed now that will ease the task of identify-
ing members for that access. Our thanks to Don
Benish for coordinating that effort.

Regarding e-mail, we anticipate that members
with an ISP will continue to send /receive e-mail
through their ISP mail account. However, if you
also have an NTPCUG mail account, you will be
able to process e-mail there via your same ISP, In
other words, you will be able to process NTPCUG
e-mail and your ISP e-mail without having to dial
a separate number.

For members without an ISF, NTPCUG will provide
you dial-up access to an e-mail account, the
NTPCUG Web page, conferences and some Usenet
newsgroups. Remote Access Service (RAS) will pro-
vide connectivity, although alternate, more user
friendly methods will continue to be pursued.

In a few isolated cases were DOS is still the OS of
choice, we feel we can meet your needs as well, al-
though there may be some operational limitations.
To date, I have been notified of only two users still
running DOS. Our thanks to member Lewis Gra-
ber for identifying a method for including DOS us-
ers.

All Internet mail users on the old BBS will be in-
formed in advance of when the cut to the new e-
mail system will occur. We do not plan to leave
anyone “out in the cold” when we cut - you will
receive assistance (even if we have to send Rea-
gan to your house to help out II)

In addition, the old BBS will remain operational
for an indeterminate period after the cut is com-
plete to aid members in problem resolution. Also,
we will have presentations at each meeting for sev-
eral months after the cut over to demonstrate the
new server's operation and access.

For current information, watch our Web page or
monitor the current BBS.

Events
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Microsofr Answers... Crd.

mentioned to him that there were
several things that could be happen-
ing to the data in the file that would
cause the import process to fail. All
the links in the system chain were op-
erating properly with the sample, but
would not import when he tried his
file with any of the versions he had available. I
sent him the KB article about resolving problems
with SBFM (Q176533) and requested that he send
me the file via e-mail so I could try it on my sys-
tem, but he was unable to send it. I suggested he
send it via our exchange site, or copy it to a
floppy disk and send it to me so I could try it.

He never sent me the file for whatever reason, but
kept trying different things to get the data imported.
When we finally resolved the problem, it turned out
that he was modifying some fields in the inivoice,
and SBFM could not recognize those fields passed
to it from the intermediate application. When he en-
tered his data and used the invoice that was pro-
vided by Quickbooks, his data was imported into
SBEM(tm) with no problem. It had not occurred to
me that the invoice could be modified in that appli-
cation, and it had not occurred to him that there
would be any problem with modifying the invoice.

How to correct that problem? Iadded a comment
to the article in the KB, noting that the file could
not be imported if the fields in the application had
been modified. Jim Hoisington’s series “On Com-
plexity” comes to mind when I think about things
like this -- all software developers make thou-
sands of design decisions when they are building
the software. Many of those decisions may be in
conflict with other developers’ decisions. By ob-
serving the conventions, using common develop-
ment tools, and doing extensive testing, develop-
ers manage to make their applications work for
the majority of users, and we all benefit from that.

Sometimes it takes a little help from the support
team at MTS to find out how to remove the rock
from the shoe of progress, and the support team
most always learns something from the customer
who has a recalcitrant problem. And as a result,
help desks everywhere can benefit from that expe-
rience through the KB.

Thanks,

Doug Gorrie (dgorrie@onramp.net)
Richard Miles
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Symantec To Acouire Quarterdeck Office Systems —
Two of the oldest Names in PC Accessory sofrware
Under one roof as Microsofr finally goes ro trial

Memory issues abound and Intel ‘gentles’ lawyers

Just because I'm really tired of starting with Microsoft v. Everybody,
I moved the Symantec acquisition of Quarterdeck Office Systems to
the top. Both firms, in one form or another, have been around since
the early days of PC’s and PC/MS-DOS and have contributed sig-
nificantly to the shape of the PC and OS as we know it now.

’Bare Bones’ PC-DOS 1.1 naked in terms of ’accessories’

DOS was a lot smaller in 1983. PC-DOS 1.1 fit on one (1) 360K
floppy and about the only ‘accessories” included were EDLIN and
COMM.BAS, a rudimentary communications program written in
Gee-Whiz Basic which really worked. In order to make the early PC
workable, users need accessories and tools IBM /Microsoft didn’t
provide. Peter Norton, Datastorm Technologies and Quarterdeck
filled that void over the years with useful disk management tools (I
still use Norton Commander 4.0), communications software (I still use

Procomm 2.01 for DOS) and
Quarterdeck’s line of memory
managers that took DOS
‘above’ the 640K limmit.

Now, Symantec, who consumed
Peter Norton Computing years
ago, has armounced plans to ac-
quire Quarterdeck Office Sys-
tems, who consumed Datas-
torm several years back, but
still published Procomm for
Windows, for approximately
$65 million. Is that confusing
enough? I still miss Peter Nor-
ton at Comdex — he was witty,
unassuming and a great
speaker concerning the future
of the PC and PC operating sys-
tems.

Uninstaller "CleenSweep”
Center of acouvisiTion?

Media souces point to Syman-
tec’s legal problems with "unin-
stallers” as one source for the ac-
quisition since Quarterdeck’s
technology, CleanSweep, is not

only prize-wirning, but free of
legal claims against it. Quarter-
deck programmers are said to
be another enticement to the
deal and are described as ex-
tremely talented in various me-
dia.

Even though I've railed at the -
‘folks at 150 Pico Blvd.” in the
DOS SIG during past meetings,
I hate to see Quarterdeck disap-
pear.

ARe we having fun yer?
Microsofr and DOJ finally
Ger 1o TRial And Media hoopla

The great show has begun to al-
most universal sighs of relief
among the non-PC media who
had worried pre-trial maneuver-
ing would stretch out to infin-
ity. What's funny is the ram-
pant speculation concerning
possible/probable punishment
Microsoft may/will receive at
the end — with testimony only
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barely begun at time of this
writing.

And, that may be Microsoft’s
biggest problem, the public’s
common assumption that they
are “guilty” going into the trial.
Reasoning seems to be Gates
has $65 Billion, s0-he and Mi-
crosoft must be all the bad
things the DOJ has described.

Let's see, if we listen to DY,
Microsoft is the Arrogant & Evil
Force from the Northwest, and
Microsoft’s accusers/detrac-
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tors/haters (yes, Ray Noorda
may testify) as sterling exam-
ples of saintly innocents who
have been cowed, bullied and
inhumanly victimized by the
Redmond, WA, Goliath. Sure.

Databases at The lasT minuTe
DOJ procures Microsoft's
SOL database 1o mine clues

Last-minute developments in
the case were attention-getting,
but not surprizing , as DOJ
asked for, and received Mi-
crosoft’s sales and custom-
ers/suppliers SQL database.
MS daimed this was an. incred-
ibly complex database that
couldn’t be easily understood.
Media critics agreed with this
assessment, but also noted that
what Microsoft has to fear most
will be any templates or search
filters included that may bolster
the DOJ’s case.

Bill Gates must have a night-
mare that some underling has,
in fact, done a search in the past
to see if Microsoft has offered
lower prices for the Windows
0S to vendors who promised to
include IE and not Netscape
Navigator — which Microsoft
vehemently denies.

Media iTself A probiem

My problem: Many of the me-
dia /reporters/actors /repre-
sentatives were barely out of
diapers or in kindergarten
when Microsoft was born, have
no conception of the PC indus-
try’s leading actors and history.

Their view of Microsoft is some-
what simplistic and often bi-
ased by ignorance of the indus-
try and has tinges of compari-
sons with AT&T and General
Motors as a ‘giant” who is ma-
levolent and does harm to its

users..

As a result, this concept is un-
derstandable even if hilariously
inaccurate. It's sort of like go-
ing to the aquarium and admir-
ing the sharks and barracuda
for their grace and agility with-
out also observing their very
sharp teeth.

States add 1o confusion
With claims of 'Cheaper’ OS if
Not Microsofr monopoly

Now that the states (20) have
piled on with some extremely ri-
diculous claims, the show prom-
ises to be even more entertain-
ing. One Ilike best of all is that
Microsoft has taken advantage
of their operating system (OS5}
monopoly to force users to pay
“twice as much for Windows 95
as they would otherwise.” Yes,
Microsoft makes a lot of money
on Windows 95/98, but they
also invested a lot of money in
developing Windows. Only
person who agrees with this, ap-
parently, is Ray Noorda who
gives DR DOS away on the Cal-
dera Web site to users with
enough patience to download

it. Wasn't the case when he still
ran Novell — nothing was
“free.”
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Whar Does PC History
Say About OS Prices?

I do remember the birth of the
PC. There were four OS con-
tenders, each incompatible with
the others, hundreds of equally
incompatible software packages
and almost-compatible hard-
ware packages that had to be
“tested” with Lotus 1-2-3 and
MS Flight Simulator before they
could be purchased and used.
Software?

Operating systems ranged from
$30 (PC-DOS 1.1), CP/M-86
($195) to the UC P-systems at
$695. (Guess why PC/MS DOS
became the ‘standard.”)Word
processing packages ranged
from $200 to $800 for commer-
cial programs that were barely
out of the typewriter level of op-
eration. Almost everything,
spreadsheets, databases and
other applications software
seemed to be priced in the $400
- $500 range.

And Now

Let’s look at some contempo-
rary OS costs. I hit a number of
Web sites looking for current
OS pricing from both publish-
ers and retail outlets. I'll start
with Microsoft and quote Com-
PUSA Web site prices:

¥ NT Workstation 4.0.... $249.95
# Windows 98 (Full)...... $179.95

® Windows 98 (Upgrade)

.......................................... $89.90
# Windows 3.11 Workstation

(85271 1) TR $134.95
I “ Addon (Client)

For DOS c.ovevieeecrvrecarenes $47.95
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¥ DOS 6.22 (Upgrade)......$54.95

IBM from CompUSA

¥ 0S/2 Warp 3.0 (Full)..$180.95

% O5/2 Warp 4.0 (Full)..$219.95

¥ 05/2 Warp 4.0 (Upgrade)
........................................ $159.95
® PC-DOS 7 (Full).......ccn... $81.95

¥ PC-DOS 7 (Upgrade)....$44.95

Santa Cruz Operation (SCO)
from CompUSA

¥ SCO UNIX V42.........5649 95

Hewlett-Packard from Com-
pUSA

¥ HP UX (2 user upgrade)

Anything with the label ‘Serv-
er’ seemed to start at about
$800 and rapidly escalate into
the stratosphere from there.
Therefore, they were not in-
cluded. Both the SCO and H-P
UNIX versions were included
to demonstrate what all the ex-
citement abou LINUX (from
Redhat at $49.95) is all about.
Also, I tried to get a price on
SUN's Solaris OS for a single
workstation. Think it’s about
%650, but could be mistaken
since the SUN Web site search
resulted in lots and lots of 404
error messages — I'd thought
SUN was supposed to be ‘King
of the Web’ so to speak. Hope
SUN CEO Scott McNealy has a
chance to see this.

I tried, where possible, to cite
pricing for equivalent OS pack-
ages. Frankly, there are so
many variations of OS/2 Warp,
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both server and non-server, I
wouldn’t be that surprised if
I'm in error and want to apolo-
gize from the start if that’s so.

Pricing doesn'T seem
Predatory looking AT
Microsobr’s ComperiTors

Looking at the prices above, I
don’t see predatory pricing. Of
course, the judge in the Mi-
crosoft v. Everybody (and their
brothers-in-law) may see this
differently. When Ilook at it, I
see hundreds of programmers
working on Windows 98 and
Windows NT code, all of whom
are on salary — or contract to
Microsoft.

When I participated in the Win
95 Alpha and Beta trials, I
wasn’t on contract. But, the MS
people who took my ‘bug’ com-
plaints and other communica-
tions from CompuServe and the
Internet were. This was/isa
huge project with millions of
lines of code, all of which was
coded and recoded countless
times in the ‘bug’ removal proc-
ess.

The process continues even as
MS goes to trial. Win 98is a
work in progress, as was Win
95 for several years, and contin-
ues to consume countless pro-
gramurier man-hours and other
MS resources. We may never
know the extent of Microsoft’s
expendatures in bringing this
product to market. Yes, Mi-
crosoft has made and will make
a lot of money from Windows.

11

That’s not the issue for me. 1
benefit from all those efforts

and appreciate the time MS has
taken to assure a quality prod-
uct on my desktop.

I'm also always looking at alter-
natives, as most Win users do
from time to time, but still rec-
ognize the value received from
MS.

CompUSA apparently
Reads/Listens: Searches
Lessened and reasonable

Based a lot of the pricing info
above on search of the Com-
pUSA Web site October 25.
Think it's only fair to add that
the odious, gender-based
‘searches’ at the door at the
North Central Expressway store
seem to have eased-up since
that column was published
here. Hope it continues for
some f{ime.

I enjoy CompUSA in this loca-

- tion and have enjoyed not driv-

ing to Addison for parts, soft-
ware, etc., immensly. This has
been enhanced by somewhat
friendlier return policies than
earlier practices that have made
shopping at CompUSA more
pleasurable.

Exampe: 1 purchased a new
Hewlett-Packard ScanJet
6200Cse from CompUSA for a
project I was immersed in ear-
lier this year. Because of its per-
formance on scanning 35mm
transparencies, I felt it was
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faulty. Took it back to Com-
PUSA (beyond their normal re-
turn period) and they ex-
changed it without question.
Turned out this is most likely a
design/ engineering/ software
problem as the second scanner
performed just as poorly at this
task as the first.

Still, I appreciate CompUSA’s
prompt action and courtesy.

Memory issues abound
- and confuse PC/CPU
Future prospects for users

Ah, here’s the rub. DRAM
prices fall while some experts
predict a memory shortage in 2 -
3 years as result of so much pro-
duction capacity going offline
over the past year. Since TI
dropped out of the DRAM busi-
ness, again, and Hitachi and
others have closed down plants
and production lines, T was un-
der the impression there was a
massive glut in the memory
market that wasn’t going to go
away anytime soor.

And, memory is going to go
through some massive changes
in the next year or so. Blame In-
tel and other CPU vendors who
are goosing CPU speeds

beyong 500MHz for the

changes as DRAM speeds pro-
vide a “‘choke’ on perceived
throughput from PC’s.

Memory speed has been/is the
major ‘choke’ on performance
since the PC/AT. L2 caches
have eased the problem some-
what, but haven’t eliminated

the slowdowns users see when

processing large graphics files
and 3-D games. Intel has en-
dorsed the RDRAM, Rambus,
alternative as they forecast CPU
speeds at 500MHz and above as
one technique to speed data
processing. AMD has also
joined the RDRAM camp as
AMD processors reach into the
500MHz and beyond horizons.

Legal issues seem to rule in the
high speed DRAM battle for the
future. Although RDRAM tech-
nology has been endorsed by In-
tel and AMD, other DRAM ven-
dors have alternative architec-
tures in the offing. Seems as
soon as one of the newer
DRAM architectures is pro-
posed, another vendor presses
suit for patent infringement or
pushes other litigation. Prob-
lem is that all these legal issues
tend to cloud the future of high-
speed DRAM technology to the
degree that users may be left in
the, slow, cold older technolo-
gies as a result for years until
the legal issues are resolved.

As it is, 450MHz may be ‘tops’
in term of CPU speeds until the
DRAM mess is straightened out
at the dust setiles. Best bet is
that we may see another signifi-
cant increase in RAM costs un-
til then if we want higher
speeds/performance from our
machines. We may be spoiled
as a result of the current DRAM
glut and will find ourselves un-
pleasantly surprized by the
dawn'’s early liglit.
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iniel's arvomneys ‘muzzled?”
Bedia describes kimder,
Genrler sppaoach feom Ixvsl

Back in the “good old davs” of
CPU development, i.e., the
1980's, ntel attorneys had the
reputation of being the “junk-
yard dogs” of the legal arena
and were a force to be feared
and respected for non-Intel x86
CPU vendors. Both AMD and
Cyrix experienced the tenacity
of Intel’s legal division and
suits that stretched into years
and $ millions to fight.

I hadn’t thought about this —
or even considered it for the
last year or so until I saw a
brief story in Elecironic News de-
scribing the shift in strategy
written by Robert Ristelhueber.
The story outlined the signifi-
cant differences everybody was
seeing in the Intel legal arm.

He was, of course, right in that
Intel has been amazingly quiet
on the legal front in spite of sev-
eral new chip announcements
in the x86 arena by non-Intel
concerns.

Granted, Intel is looking over
their shoulder at DOJ. It's no
secret that the federal menace
has been carefully considering
action against Intel since their
acquisition of Chips & Technolo-
gies as well as other moves on
the part of the x86 giant.
Doesn’t seem the same though.
I used to enjoy describing the
Intel legal department as ‘rapa-
cious hoards, slavering over the
prospect of ravening pillage’ of
some poor, unsuspecting chip
vendor. I'll miss the ‘old” Intel
for sure.

Reagan Andrews
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups
(Material for this column should be sent NTPCUG BBS SIG Upload Area or to-
Connie Andrews, Special Interest Group Editor, before the 10th of the monih.)

Access SIG

In November, regular SIG attendee
Chandi Mohanty will discuss Ac-
cess’ “Collections and Containers
and How to Use Them.” He'll ex-
plain how to access the members
of the Collections and of the Docu-
ment Collections of Containers
from VBA (or Access Basic) code
and how to examine and set prop-
erties of the Objects therein. Learn-
ing how to use Access Object
Model, which is inplemented with
Collections, Containers, Objects,
Properties, and Methods is a pri-
mary step in moving from "power
user who does some VBA” to "Ac-
cess developer” status. Don't miss
Chandi's tutorial on this subject -
you'll find it's not nearly as diffi-
cult as it may seem at first glance.

Many thanks to Deborah Bean
and Neal Berkowitz for an interest-

ing discussion, “Bring Your Thorni-
est Access Problems.” They col-
lected several problems for their

" forthcoming book (early in 1999,

we understand} and together we
arrived at solutions or
workarounds for most of them.
We're looking forward to reading
Deborah and Neal’s book.

Service Release 2: Service Release
2 for Office 97 (including Access
97) was briefly available. It was
then discovered that some users
had problems installing it, and Mi-
crosoft withdrew it for revision.
Visit hitp:/fwurw.microsoft.com/of-
ficefinfo/sr2 finfo.htm for the latest in-
formation on the status of SR2 and
information on how to order it on
CD (not only is the CID free, but ap-
parently so is the postage and ship-

ping).

o

FROM THE S1G COORDINATOR
The following are changes/additions/needs that the NTPCUG has made to the SiG’s.

New SIG

— Y2K (Year 2000) SIG [Contact Gary Lenamond @ (972) 272-2088 h or

garylena@gte.netj

Groups Looking for Help in Leading their S1Gs:

— MS Word for Windows [Contact Jan Patton @ (303) 886-6248h or
janpat@unicomp.net]

— Spreadsheets SIG [Contact Eb Foerster @ (214} 257-7602 h |
— Dallas Corel [Contact Marsha Drebelbis (214) 851-0266]
— Hardware Soluticris [Contact Charles Miller (903) 938-4220 hj

The requirements for forming a S1G are:
Leadership — at least one individual willing to lead the SIG, and an assistant.
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Membership — at least eight individuals willing to aftend the SIG fairly consistently.

if you have a group that meets these qualifications or would like help in finding others
who might share your interests, please contact me at (972) 517-7430 (H) or {372) 960-

uzm W).
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You can still download the revised
Jet database engine update, which
seems to fix the recently discov-
ered data corruption bug (for Ac-
cess 97 only), from support.mi-
crosoft.com/download/sup-
port/mslfiles/jet35upd.exe. As far as I
know, the Jet engine update is not
included with SR2, but must be ob-
tained separately.

Visit Access / Office / VBA Advisor
magazine’s Web site, wuw.adpi-
sor.com, for a detailed discussion of
the Access data corruption bug by
Andy Baron, Contributing Editor
and MVP on Microsoft’s public Ac-
cess newsgroup. Andy includes his
own code workaround which you
can apply to Access 2.0, 7.0 (95),
and 8.0 (97) applications to avoid
the problem.

Coming Soon: Perennizal favorite
Jack Atkinson will speak in De-
cember. Larry will resume his intro-
ductory tutorial on VBA code in

the not-too-distant future, wher-
ever we end up meeting in the
New Year.

Volunteer to Speak to the SIG:
You'll get advance publicity, public
exposure, and you'll be doing the
SIG attendees a special favor. You
can present almost any Access or
Access-related topic, for any level
of Access user, novice through pro-
fessional developer. See Larry at
the meeting, or call him at the num-
ber in the 5IG Leaders sidebar.

Check out our local MS ACCESS
message conference on the
NTPCUG BBS. We ask and answer
questions, post sample code, and
keep in touch between monthiy
meetings. And, while you're on the
BBS, take advantage of the free In-
ternet e-mail. Telephone numbers
are inside the back cover of this is-
sue. If you're on the Internet, the

Access "meeting place” is the
comp.databases.ms-access newsgroup.

We look forward to seeing you at
the November meeting. Come join
us!

Larry Linson

AcriveX Application Develop-
ers SIG

At the time of this writing, our pro-
gram for November was not yet de-
cided, but rest assured we will
have a presentation on a subject of
interest to ActiveX application de-
velopers.

In October, Larry Linson con-
cluded our discussion of "Classic"
Structured Analysis and System Speci-
fication, as published by Tom De-
Marco of Yourdon, Inc. and taught
by the Yourdon trainers, in the late
1970s. We briefly reviewed data
flow diagrams and structured Eng-
lish definitions of processes, and
then covered the final element,
data dictionaries. We also dis-
cussed some approaches to auto-
mating your own data dictionary.

The ActiveX Application Develop-
ers SIG addresses issues of devel-
oping applications under the Com-
ponent Object Model (COM) using
ActiveX Controls and other Ac-
tiveX components. Just because s0
many of our attendees work in Mi-
crosoft Office and other software
using it, we have considerable em-
phasis on VBA issues. We still ask
and answer a few questions about
Open Database Connection
(ODBC) technology;, too. As hot as
the Internet is, our topics aren’t nec-
essarily about Internetting, since Ac-
tiveX controls work equally well

on the desktop and in client/server
environments. That's one of the at-
tractive features: one type of con-
trol, usable in many environments.
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Many of the topics we cover are of
interest to developers using other
tools, working n other environ-
ments - for example, some such
subjects we covered were on “Pros
and Cons of Different Types of
Contract,” “Documenting System
Specifications,” and “Structured
Amnalysis and System Specification.”

Come join us in November, if
you're interested in computer ap-
plication development, whether
it’s with ActiveX or COM Compo-
nents or not. We'll do the best we
can to make it an interesting and
productive hour.

Larry Linson

Assembler SIG

On the assumption that the rainy
weather reduced the attendance
for our October meeting (not to
mention the competition from the
Microsoft Preview of Office 2000 in
the Auditorium), the planned pres-
entation on WIN32 GUI Program-
ming will be saved for (another)
rainy day.

Our November meeting will fea-
ture a presentation on doing 32-bit
DLLs in Assembler.

We hope to see you in November.
As always, suggestions for presen-
tation topics are always welcome.

Frank Cavallite and Glynn
Brooks

DALLAS COREL SIG
Copyright Your Graphics

November’s program will
help graphic designers protect
rights to their inages in print
and on the Internet. We will
discuss the new copyright bill
which recently passed the

15

Dalias Corel Is A SIG Of NorrhTsxas PC Users Group

North Texa§ PC NEWS

House and Senate and is waiting
for Presidential signature. Also we
will look at the watermark feature
in PHOTO-PAINT 8 and learn
about additional software available
from Digimarc to further protect
your images. Get a head start by
visiting www.digimarc.com. Get the
law on your side at our next SIG
meeting,

Qctober in Review

Pamela Lugo, from Lugo Consult-
ing Group in Irving, Texas, pre-
sented our October program on
“Fine-tuning our Web Sites.” She
enjoys designing Web sites using
Corel and other products. She pre-
pared many example files to dem-
onstrate for us how she creates cus-
tom menus and graphics and then
integrates thern into a site with
various Web publishing software.
Unfortunately her laptop computer
malfunctioned that morning, so in-
stead she lead an interesting discus-
sion about recent developments in
designing for the Web. Bob Smith,
from the Internet SIG, joined our
group and enriched the session,
too. The Internet is still a relatively
new communications medium,
and its quick evolution challenges
us designers to keep up. Thanks,
Pam, for your tips on how to keep
our sites fresh for the search en-
gines, too.

Tutorials
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Creating buftons with a 3D look
for your Web site is popular to say
the least. Mike Bresciani walks you
through several small PHOTO-
PAINT projects showing you how
easy it is to create them. Visit
http:/fwurw.unleash.com/mikeb/but-
tonl. Here’s another one that adds
a "rolled” edge to the buttons. And
if you don't do Web graphics, that
doesn’t mean you can’t use these
effects in your work. Visit
http:/fwww.unleash.com/mikeb/but-
ton2.

Corel 8 Continues Popularity

According to Jim Hart, who just re-
tumed from the Corel World Con-
ference in San Diego, the
CorelDRAW 9 beta will be released
to testers next spring, so the final
retail release is unlikely to hit the
shelves for about another year
from now. Lots of users are re-
lieved to hear that, since we still
have a way to go in mastering so
many of the fabulous new features
of version 8. ‘

Recent Programs at Dallas Corel
SIG

Nov /97 - Customizing
CorelDRAW 7 :

Dec/97 - Corel DRAW 8 Launch by
Core] Corp.

Jan /98 - Roundtable Discussion

Feb/98 - Inkjet Desktop Printing
Papers by Red River Paper Co.

Mar/98 - DRAW 8 Tips & Tricks

Apr/98 - Web Page Design Tips &
Trends

May /98 - Member Showcase

Jun/98 - Graphics Computer
Trends Discussion

Jul/98 - Digital Cameras
Aug/98 — Presentations 8
Sep/98 — Ventura 8

Oct/98 — Fine Tuning Your Web
Page

Marsha Drebelbis

DOS/Operaring Systems SIG

Understand I messed a stellar DOS
5IG Meeting in October. Heard
that Jim Hoisington really got
down to the “nitty-gritty” of
LANS, packets and TCP/IP during
the session.

November should be a lot of fun
since I'd like to look at the issue of
stability, i.e., being able to work
without frequent dire messages
from Win95 followed by a need to

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHOMNE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

#Technical Support Repre-
sentatives....c.oveenens 800-818-1848

#(G1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel prod-
ucts)
cerrerersnense st sseesssesans G007 726735

“Customer Service Representatives
crervireerenee S00-772-6735

$IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network) .eeeeeeu. 613-728-1990

%24 Hour Automated Fax System
oo cens 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

#Technical Support hours are 4AM
to 8PM (EST;jexcludi.ng holidays

To obtain our catalogue please re-
quest document #2000

November 1998
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reboot, and which OS (Operating
System) platforms seem most capa-
ble in this area.

I'have a suspicion platform choice
may vary with tasks/operations be-
ing performed.

Maybe it’s time to look at LINUX
after all. Lot of attention being
showered on the FreeWare from
Finland that's beginning to make
some inroads into the IT back
rooms, much to the dismay of Mi-
crosoft and others, by several in-
dustry biggies and the media. The
price definitely is right and the sys-
tem is reported to be stable with a
big “5” as well after successful in-
stallation.

Question is, is it ready for the aver-
age desktop? Probably not. Espe-
cially not as the PC skill level of
the “average” buyer continues its
steady decline as PC prices plum-
met. These people actually need a
pre-installed OS with the minimal
necessary maintenance — at

least for their first few months

(if not years) until comfortable
with the hardware and soft-

ware.

Most of the folks who attend
this SIG could probably install

LINUX without much more diffi-
culty than a good Win95 installa-
tion from scratch. However, 1
wouldn't advise the “average”
new user to attempt that either. It
isnt that Win95/98 is easier to in-
stall well, it's because it comes al-
ready installed and configured on
new PC’s sold to beginners and
there are a lot of good third-party
books and manuals to help new us-
ers available.

Question came up (again) for me
as I was preparing for my squad-
ron reunion. Iwas attempting to
scan, correct and otherwise ma-
nipulate some large graphics files
(of course, late at night) and found
myself having to reboot more often
than I would ordinarily tolerate. I
also ran into some “creeping” bad
sectors on a relatively-new hard
disk that may have resulted from
the failure to handle 100+ MB files
gracefully in my system. Since
disk prices have dropped so low,
this may have been serendipity
and unrelated to the crashes — or
may have been a cause of them.

About half of my “older” legacy
software would run gracefully in
WinNT. None of it would run in
LINUX without purchasing the
UNIX versions (if available at a
cost I could afford) and a lot of-
“adjustment” later. Some of it
would run in OS5/2 if re-installed
for that OS5. Major problem in any
of the alternatives above can be
spelled in one word, drivers. Driv-
ers for my modems, printers, scan-
ners, external drives (ZIP and
SparQ) sound cards, etc., etc., etc.
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Lastly, I'd like a simple, “set and
forget” experience. I don’t want to
spend hours scouring various ven-
dors’ Web sites Jooking for the new
drivers that cure the old drivers’
“bugs” (and frequently bring forth
a new set of their own “undocu-
mented features”) every
month/week/day.

Reagan Andrews

INTerneT SIG - Beginning

We are always looking for feed-
back as to what our members want
to see presented. This is an ongo-
ing request. We encourage you to
contact Doug Gorrie (dgorrie@on-
ramp.net) with whatever thoughts
you may have.

The ongeing purpose of the Begin-
ning Internet SIG is to improve
your understanding of the Internet.
This includes such things as how
to choose and connect to an In-
ternet Service Provider (ISP), what
software options are available,
what hardware is needed, and how
to decipher all those confusing ac-
ronyms and buzzwords. Although
we have several “prepared” ses-
sions and speakers, look for gen-
eral Q&A sessions (Question and
Answer) periodically, too.

See you November 14th!!

Doug Gorrie, Tom O'Keefe &
Kiff Barnes

INTerneT SIG- Advanced

The Advanced Internet SIG ad-
dresses topics and issues
of interest to experienced
Internet users, who are
looking for more in-depth
content. Sessions address
such topics as IP address-
ing, Domain Name Serv-
ices, Internet phone and
teleconferencing capabili-

=0 L
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ties and tools, basic Web page de-
velopment, Web server options
and features, network and data se-
curity, search engines, and more.

Sessions usually include time to ad-
dress member s questions. An-
swers may come from SIG leaders,
session presenters, or from other at-
tendees in the audience.

And, don’t forget that we are al-
ways looking for additional assis-
tants for the Beginning and Ad-
vanced Internet SIGs. Many of you
probably have Internet and /or
Web experience, or have access to
speakers within your firm that
could be persuaded to volunteer
some time. Your assistance would
be greatly appreciated.

We encourage you to join with us
November 14th.

Tom O’Keefe & Doug Gorrie,
with ongoing assistance by
Bruce DeGrasse

INTerner - Web Developens
SIG

(Downloaded and printed with
permission from hitp.//uwww.webdal-
las.com/groups/web-development.html)

October Meeting Recap

The Advanced Internet SIG leaders
were nice enough to allow us to
spill our meeting over into their
time. We were therefore able to fin-
ish our discussion on “HIML
Frames.” This is because we spent
most of our hour talking about
LINUX (again!}, and what it may
or may not hold for Internet server
possibilities in the next year or two.

The Frames tutorial will remain
available in the SifeBuilder column,
both as an online tutorial, and as'a

Word 97 downloadable document.
You can download the file by click-
ing here.

November and December Meet-
ings

In November and December, we'll
present a teview of common Perl]
scripts used by various local In-
temet Service Providers (ISPs).
Many of our members want to use
these scripts to provide the back-
end to a form in their Web sites.
Such scripts are usually used to
take the data entered into a form,
and turn it into an Email message.

Most ISPs are unwilling to let users
simply upload Perl scripts into
their Web servers, and because
most of our members do not want
the work and cost of maintaining a
Web server. The answer is a
"trusted script”, written by either
the ISP or other Per] coder, loaded
onto the ISP's Web server.

We're going to poll local ISPs and
find out what "trusted scripts” they
already have loaded and accessible
to users. We'll go over these
scripts, and how to configure your
frontend form to work properly
with them.

December Meeting

The December meeting will be the
last to be held in the Infomart
building. Although the vendors
will move to their new location at
the Big Town Exhibition Hall in
January, the North Texas PC Users
Group organization has not yet
chosen a 1999 location for the Web
Development and other SIGs
which make up the NTPCUG
membership. Hopefully, we'll
know the newmeeting site then.
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JavaScript in January and Febru-
ary

Our topic for January and February
will be Javascript. Javascript is a
scripting language that is primarily
used on the client (browser) side, to
create a variety of effects and func-
tions. Popular examples include
"rollovers”, or "mouseovers”, where
moving your mouse gver an image
or link causes a new image to be
loaded, generally creating an "on"
and "off" effect. Javascript can also

. be used to launch additional

browser windows, fill in forms, run
browser based calculators, and
much more. With such capabilities,
Javascript has become a vital tool for
any site developer or webmaster.

During January and February, our
meetings will feature a guest pre-
senter, Don Benish. In addition to
being the leader of the Java SIG, Don
is the creator of the hitp://urunn.mega-
conwerier.com Web site, a phenomenal
educational Web site built upon
Javascripted calculators, measure-
ment converters and much more. In
addition to speaking about Javas-
cript, Don will provide a variety of
Javascripts you. can modify for your
OWI uSes.

Our Mailing List

The Web Developers SIG now
maintains a mailing list, open to
all. We send out regular updates of
meeting topics, programming tips,
and other useful stuff. To join, just
Click here.

Meetings currently have 4050 atten-
dees and are open to all.

Mark Camp and Chris Nelson

InTroducTion 1o The PC SIG

The following is the tentative
schedule for SIG classes that will
be offered as an Introduction to the
PC during the next listed months.
Classes can be taken in any order
suitable to the individual student’s
schedule. Printed notes are pro-
vided during classes.
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November 14, 1998
< 9:00 Class 9
PC Hardware

< 10:00 Class 10
PC Printers

< Noon Class 1]
Quicken/Money

< 1:00 Class 12
Networks and Such
December 19, 1998

% 9:00 Class 13
Neat and Necessary Software

< 10:00 Class 14
Multimedia Software & Hardware

% Noon Class 15
Virus and Protection Programs
< 1:00 Class 16

PC’s Into the 21st Century
January, 1999% - No Classes
February, 1999*

4 09:00 Class ]

Introduction to the PC

< 10:00 Class2
A Lot About Files & Directories

s Noon Class3
(DOS) Disk Operating Systems

< 1:00 Class 4
MS Windows
March, 1999*
% 9:00 Class 5
PC Graphics

% 10:00 Class 6
Word Processing

< Noon Class 7
Spreadsheets and Databases
% 1:00 Class 8

Modems/Telecommunications

* These dates are subject to change.
Check your PC NEWS and/or the
NTPCUG BBS for corrected dates
before the meetings.

Spike Smith

Java SIG

Inn October, month Kevin gave a
presentation on the JavaCard API
and the Java Ring (an actual ring
for your finger, about the size of a
large Super Bowl ring). This API
was developed to allow users to
program Smart Card and Smart
Ring information systems.

He described the basic system to-
pology and that the system con-
sists of essentially two processors,
one on the card or ring, and one on
the host reader mechanism, which
talk back and forth via an RMi-like
process. It is possible to place al-
most any kind of information or
method on the card/ring up to the
limits of available memory. Sliding
the card into a reader or pressing
the ring into a different type of
reader activates the connection and
begins the processing, which can
vary depending on the type of
host.

The API is based on a slimmed
down version of the JDK and in-
cludes existing classes and new
ones for connection initiation and
transfer. He explained how the
ring mechanism is more structur-
ally rigid and more rugged than
the card systems currently used.
These kinds of systems have a
wide range of possible uses from
identification to transaction proc-
essing. These systems are not terri-
bly expensive even now and
should come down in price as
newer uses and types and quanti-
ties become available.

Kevin showed us the Java Ring he
got at a developer’s conference
and the reader provided by his
company. He showed us that infor-
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mation could be retrieved from the
ring and sent to the ring,.

Take a look at this URL for more
info on the Javacard ATL

http:/fwww.javaseft.comfproducts/java-
cardfindex.html

Next month’s meeting will be pre-
sented by CloudScape on their
forthcoming Java database system,
which will allow users to create
and maintain databases on any
platform..

Don Benish
hitp:/fweb2.airmail net/dbenish
http:/furww.megaconverter.com

Microsofr Networking SIG
Purpose of the SIG

To technically showcase Microsoft
Networking products, including Win-
dows NT Server, Windows NT Work-
station, Systems Management Server,
Exchange, SNA Server, Intemnet Infor-
mation Server, and Windows 95.

The SIG highlights the capabilities
and features of these products for ail
users, from individual end-users to
corporate users, small and medium-
size businesses, and beginning to ex-
perienced administrators. We pre-
sent the various options within Mi-
crosoft’s networking products line
and help members understand how
they are positioned to solve their
computing, connectivity and busi-
ness needs. We help members under-
stand how these products interoper-
ate with other third party and legacy
products.

The strength of an effective users
group is the opportunity to share
COmMmMOn experiences
and learn from oth-
ers. We try to end
each meeting with an
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The strength of an effective users
group is the opportunity to share
common experiences and learn
from others. We try to end each
meeting with an open question

and answer session which can tran-
sition to other SIG meetings, the
DFW Exchange vendor area, or the
Infomart restaurant.

By staying informed of the activi-
ties of other NTPCUG Special Inter-
est Group’s {SIGs) and area Users’
Groups with common interests, we
answer members’ questions and
help them identify other resotirces
available in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area.

Bruce Wynn, Richard Miles &
Gil Brand

Yisual C+/MFC SIG

In our October meeting, we started
our “Back to the Basics” series with
a presentation by John Cole intro-
ducing us to dialog-based apps. In
November, we will progress to Sin-
gle Document Interface (SDI) appli-
cations and create a simple
notepad application. In the proc-
ess, we'll concentrate on message
handling and how to override de-
fault implementations of the base
class functions. For the advanced
developer, we will take a look in-
side the macros that perform the
message-handling “magic.”

Please join us.

Wade Emmert

05/2 SIG

The OS/2 51G meets monthly on
Users Group Saturday at the In-
fomart. Please check the projector
screens in the vendor area each
month for the actual meeting room
for that month.

Meeting time is from 1:00 pm to 3:00
pm. An introductory to O5/2 is of-
fered from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm for
ali who are interested in an alterna-
tive True 32bit, Truly Multithreaded,
Truly multitasking Operating Sys-
tem with the best Java support.

Agenda;
¥wSIG Support is priority!

vrInforming members about O5/2's
continued development.

TrAdvances in the latest Java Tech-
nology.

75/2's JIT Compiler is 40% faster
than all other

vrPlatforms on the planet.

YrPresenting the Iatest in Hardware
and Software advances.

Meeting Format:

%10 Minutes: Latest 05/2 news
and updates.

%10 Minutes: Introduction of any
problems by SIG attendees.

7¢ 10 Minutes: Discussion of cool
wares members have found.

r30 Minutes: Special Guest
Speaker(s).

Y¥05 Minutes: Break

Tr45 Minutes: Continued - Special
Guest Speaker(s).

T¢15 Minutes: Q&A.
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7¢05 Minutes: Product Raffle

The OS/2 SIG supports the follow-
ing:

Y The Java Lobby:
hitp:/fwww javalobby.org

YWarp Stock: hitp:/fwww.warp-
stock.org.

vcTeam Warp:
http.ffwww.ionet.net/~colin/rc5. html

¥ The race to break the 64 bit key.

% The RSA Data Security Secret-
Key Challenge

Contact Information:

v Web Site: hitp:/fwunp.dfiwoes2.org
TrE-Mail; dfw.os2@usa.net

1¥5IG Leader: Rob Couch
(rob.couch@usa.net)

Tr Assistant SIG: Gerald Meazell

“rMike Persell

Rob Couch
rob.couch@usa.net

Pro SIG

As the holiday season approaches,
more and more programimers are
working overtime to get their pro-
jects completed by year’s end.
Most professional programmers
are planning to spend the entire
year of 1999 building an isolated
place in the mountains powered by
a surplus personal nuclear power
plant from the former Soviet Un-
ion. The good news about these
surplus power plants is that they
are not computer-controlled. The
bad news is that the manual con-
trols don't work either.
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Join us next time for survivalist
training for the Y2K-impaired.

Jim Hoistington

WonrdPerfect/Windows SIG

Hold on to your hats. This month
we get with it hot and heavy with
what you have asked for the most.
THE WEB and WordPerfect 8.0! We
will review QuickLinks, talk about
Hypertext and Hypertext links, the
fact that you do not have to know
HTML as long as you have WP! We
will also show you how tables are a
key ingredient to Web pages for sta-
bility of "where” your text appears.
And don’t forget using our own
-wpg graphics! Yes, they can be
wpg's and still work on the Web!
So come and leamn how!

We could talk about this subject for
two or three sessions, and we very
well may next year, Diane and I are
going to be putting together our
class topic planner for next year
soon and the Web will be a priority
for us, l am sure. If you can, come
and visit this month and bring your
friends. This will be an exciting and
informative meeting. See ya there!

Cindy Adams

Tip of the Month -- Path and File-
name

If you work with beaucoup docu-
ments, finding them can be a chore
when you need to edit them. If you
place the filename or pathname in
the document at either the end or
in a footer, you'll know where it's
located. And, best of all, if you
copy the document to use as a ba-
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Other, Filename -or- Path and File-
name.

sis for a new document, or if you
move it to a new location, the path
and filename change automatically.
Additionally, all versions include a
Macro which will also place itin a
footer: Filestmp.

All versions include a feature
which will place the filename or
pathname, whichever one you
choose, into a footer or at any loca-
tion within the document: Insert,

HOW TOGET YOUR $1G NOTES
IN THE NTPCUG NEWSLETTER

We want your SIG notes. It’s important that NTPCUG members know
what your SIG has done and will be doing at your meetings and presenta-
tions. But, you must get them to the PC News before they can be printed in
the newsletter. The best way is via the NTPCUG BBS or as an attachment to
an E-mail message to the PC News publisher: reagana@swbell.net

Diane Bentley

Using the NTPCUG BBS is also easy and quick. After you have written
your SIG note, sign it at the bottom and give it a file name that will help
the editors know what it is. A good naming convention would be four let-
ters identifying your SIG, date of publication and followed by .SIG suffix.

Once you log on to the NTPCUG BBS, here’s the procedure:

«+ From the BBS Main Menu, select “F” — (Flile Up/Download. That will
take you to the NTPCUG Up/Download Menu. Select “F’ — S(I)G Hap-
penings upload for newsletter, located in the Upload area in the bottom half
of the screen.

«» Then, select “S™ t0 submit. You’ll be asked for the 12 character filename which 1s
DOS’s familiar "8.3" naming convention, then you’'ll be asked to write a brief de-
scription of the file you are going to upload to the SIG area. :

+* Next the screen will show the name of the file you are uploading and the de-
fault file-transfer protocol. If you haven’t selected a “default” protocol in
the user menu, it will be X-Modem. At this point, you should give your
communication software’s upload command and select the file transmission
protocol to match the one the BBS thinks you will use. The BBS will tell
you when the transfer is completed.

«* Most problems users experience are either a failure to match protocols, i.e., us-
ing Z-Modem to upload when the BBS expects X-Modem, or not having the
file to be uploaded in the appropriate upload directory. Another source of diffi-
culty (for mixed-use shops) is inadvertantly sending a Macintosh file to a PC
BBS or vice versa.

If you want to make doubly sure that your note gets to the PC News — af-
ter you've sent it to the SIG Upload Area — you can also include it as a
(Flile attached to a BBS E-mail message to me, Reagan Andrews. You
might also post this on your SIG’s BBS Conference area in addition to the
above. An altemative is to attach your SIG notes to an E-mail to:

reaganda @swbell.net
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Gravity and Other Laws

It is reassuring to read in the daily news that Mi-
crosoft’s chairman Bill Gates sees no change in their
business tactics or strategy. While maintaining the
same focus on product design may be alarming to
some, our own Larry Linson should find it a better
choice than learning and teaching a new database.
Larry has no trouble pointing out the fine points of

Access to his SIG members. His eyes sparkle with en-

thusiasm as he jumps from one technique to another
and uses terms like cloning and importing. Larry
will ask how you are using the application and sug-
gest upgrading to the professional version.

Larry can also hold his own among ActiveX develop-
ers; talking non stop and at the same time scanning a
large empty box for one more CD or T-shirt to pass out
to a room full of group members. Some things never

give a little advice or help in using one of his favor-
ite Microsoft programs, and as the words flow out, it
is easy to detect a strong undercurrent of humor.

Larry was one of our booth managers at the recent
Developers Days Show, and distributed NTPCUG lit-
erature while speaking to many attendees about join-
ing the User Group. Thanks to Larry Linson for con-
tributing so much to our meetings, ‘though he will
tell you he gets as much from the monthly associa-
tion as he invests. That may be another law of life
for us to consider. '

Thanks to SIG leaders and other knowledgeable
members without whom the NTPCUG would not be
the same. Take a moment to thank them as well as
the club officers and other volunteers who help dur-
ing the monthly meeting. Thanks to the producers of
this month’s Newsletter for reminding us of the high

change, and he carries this same enthusiasm into the
many articles he submits to the North Texas PC News-
letter He has written enough columns for our newslet-
ter to fill a book. You will never find him too busy to

points of the last meeting. Many other volunteers’
names who make the NTPCUG meeting possible, are
listed on this page. The NTPCUG is made up of a

great group of volunteers.

Infomart Liaison Willard Anderson
Stuart Yarus Dennis Brininger
Robert Hilliard Jim Delaney
Alex Lilley Mark Guyer

James Guyer
Vendor Setup/ Charles Kemp
Breakdown Fred Steadman
Anchors: Daniel Thomas
David Slavik Robert Whiteside
Kenneth Berg Peyton Weaver
Dick Abbott

Crew:

" VOLUNTEER INFORMATION }

1. Via BBS: (972)387-2751, (§72)387-2752 or (872)263-8036 (metro).
Sign up on the Volunteer Conference - make the subject matier your area of
interest.

: Sign up at the Information Booth or DOM Booth to work
those areas in a coming month,

4. By phone:
Auditarium Presentations
Tirnothy Camnichael, . ...... (972) 661-1626 {w)

Information Booth and General Information

Claude McClure, ... ..., (972) 867-0978 (h)

L | J

Auditorium Al Aston

Presentations Deborah Bean
Timothy Carmichael Randy Durham
Chris Jung Eteta E. Eta
Christopher Carmichael Tim Foster

Newsletter Labels
Charlie Fernandez

Information/
Registration Booth
Statistician:
Connie Andrews
Ralph Beaver (Assis
tant) Scheduler:
Rob Wuller
Anchors:
Roger Bopp
Glynn Brooks
Vernon Cates
Albert Champon
Cinda Lovil (Double)
David Martin
Bob McNeil
Fred Toulmin
Paul Williams
Booth Crew:

James Gorak
Herbert Gross
Neil Jochelson
Steve Martinson
John MclNeil
Martin Moomaw
Raymond Reyes
Ken Sauter
Oscar Tyler
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Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate their
time to help others with software and hardware questions.
Some of our helpers are professional consultants. All have
joined the User-to-User Program because they want to
share their knowledge with others and help them. They
agreed to answer questions that they are comfortable
handling over the phone, without charge, and within
reasonable time limits (at the volunteer’s discretion).

These individuals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG
members. NTPCUG is assisting in finding these volunteers
for you, but cannot be responsible for unsatisfactory
outcomes. Next to each subject, we will list the person’s
name, phone number and the times they are available.
Please honor the wishes of our helpers by secking help only
during those hours.

Please try to reéolve your problem by reading the
manual and any on-line help BEFORE calling.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS

Accass Excel
Ram Bhandari ............... (972)243-4056 h M-F  1300-1700 Warrington Williams....... (214)348-6869  M-F  1800-2100

S&S 0900-2100

Assembly Language
Frank Cavalliito ............ (972)423-9221 7 1800-2200 Hardware Help
Glynn Brooks............... (372)578-8737  M-F 1700-2200 Charles Mgr.........u... (903)938-4220(*) 7 19002400

BASIC Ralph Beaver... .{817)413-0293  M-F  0800-1700

ereeseemereneesessemnennnes (817)624-9530 S8 1800-2300

Beginner Problems

. Internet - General
Shirley Hudgens.......... (J03)432:6760 7 0900-2000 Erik Leaseburg ........... (B17)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200

Brother’s Keeper David Martin ..................(972)930-0283  M-F  1300-2200
Neil Sunderland............. (972)272-286% 7 0500-2200 Internet - Telnet, FTP, NetScape, Web Explorer (0S/2)

C++ (the language) Bob WilSON oo (372)517-1434  M-F - 1900-2200
Bob Adams........c.coees..n {214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1300 S5-8  1000-2200
Howard Harkness.......... (972)432-1508 7 1000-2100 JavaSeript

CA Clipper Don Benish.....oconrnenn. (972)705-9512 - M-F - 1900-2200
Richard Mitchell............. (972)625-9130M M-F  1900-2100 S-S5  0300-2100
8S  0900-2300 LANs — Novell

CorelDraw Joseph Beasley ............{972)225-8762 7 0800-2400
Linda Hume.....c.oeu...... (B173472-7555  M-F 1900-2200 .

) SS  1300-2200 — Lantastic
Joseph Beasley .............(214)410-3818 7 0900-2200

Batch Files Managing Your Monay
Charles Miller ................ {303)338- ' -

Miller (903)938-4220() 7 1900-2400 GynN BroOKS .............. (972)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200

Borland C++ Modems
Bob AdEMS.ovcicenrnn, (214)32B-1455 M-Sa 0900-1900 .

Soward Harkness...... (O72)482-1508 7 1000-2100 Erik Leaseburg .............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200

Borfand Turbo € MathCAD
Johr Keohare ........ - (972)B00-8092 7 1500-2100 Bob Adams ........ccocevvveer (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1300

CompuServe Norton Utilities
Bob Adams........cccee... (214)328-1455 M-Sz 0900-1800 John Dyer ..o (972)790-3311 M-Sa 0800-2200

Dos ase2
Bob Russell...... . (972)422-4269 7 1300-2200 Larry Truesdale ............. (972)442-7074 7 1000-2200
Erik Leaseburg.............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200 PC Tools/Win

DR DOS Glynn Brooks .......ee...... (972)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Ralph Beaver ............... (817)413-0293  M-F  (0800-1700
...................................... (81716249530 S  1800-2300 Paradox

Fred Williams......c....c..ee.. (972)492-1315 7 1300-2100
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SUBJECT HELPER DAYS/HOURS

SUBJECT HELPER

PHONE PHONE DAYS/HOURS
PKzip/PKUNzip Virus & Anti-Virus
Erik Leaseburg ............ (817)265-7550{m) 7 2000-2200 Charles Miller................ {903)938-4220(*) 7  1900-2400
ProComm/ProComm+ Visual Basic -
Bill Green......coureceeeeeenne {817) 731-1308 Jim Carnter ....oeorenrenens (972)235-5968 7 1700-2130
ProComm/ProComm+ (Ctd))... -LJ. Johnson ....ceninene (972)495-9067 7 1700-2130
Joseph Beasley ....c..cu.n. (972)225-8752 7 0800-2400 Gene Hamelman............ (972)495-6342 7 1700-2130
Joseph Beasley .............(214)410-3818 7 0900-2200 Windows for Workgroups
Publisher (Microsoft) Joseph Beasley .............[972)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Bob Russell .........ov..e... (972)422-4269 7 1800-2200 Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
Pat Cole.... eerrrererereenes (972)831-8055 M-F  0800-1700 Bob Russell.................(972)422-4269 7 1900-2200
....................................... (972)496-3894 7 1000-2200 Windows NT 4.0 & 3.51
Quicken Richard Miles......c...cco.... {972)296-5356  M-F  1900-2200
Jim Hall......cocoivinnrnnn . (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100 S5  10:00-16:00
Quickbooks word fo;.ﬁ.’}.,.l;;;;..............;.....(214)757-7315 M-F  1500-1700
i TROMPSON v (214)953-0051  M-F 080C-1800 Bob RusSell.............(972)422-4269 7  1800-2200
SPFPC
. XENIX
Doug Gomie....evrvermees (214} 4644568 M-F  0800-1700 g
e (972) 6188002 S8 1000-1900 Dotg SCOttumrrmmemae (817)2614653 7 1830-2200
UNIX XTREE
Doug Seolt.......(BI7261-4653 7  1830-2200 JOhR DYET woovceecnsensrers (672)790-3311  M-Sa 0800-2200
LEGEND: The subject areas below do not have a volunteer to answer questions.

Toviinn All T days of each week M-F ... Monday through Friday

T&T... Tuesday and Thursday M-Sa .. Monday through Saturday

885... Saturday and Sunday  {%..... Caller should incur any Long
Distance charges

If you would like to assist or add possible categories for the future,
please contact Doug Gomie at (214)464-4568 M-F 0800-1700 or Sa &
Su 1000-1900 at (972)618-8002. Doug will send you a form on which
you can list your qualifications and sign.
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. reas Needing Helpers:
[,
North Texas PC §& 4 Users Group, Inc caD
L
: ; : dBase
Membershi ¥ Application .
Ip s APP. Deiphi
The NTPCUG is a non-profit, independent organization of individuals learning to apply Forta Agent & Free Agent
personal computers to practical problems. For additional information, call {214} 746-4699.
: Fox Pro
Member # .
o Harvard Graphics
Name {Last): — {First): Lapl ink
Address: Microsoft C
Microsoft C++
City: State: Microsoft Visual C++
Phone (Check preferred.) _. Home; { ) - Microsoft Word
— Work: ( ) - Ext. Pagemaker
. Roots
Cccupation/Professlon: S d Blast
Check one from eaeh column befow oun_ aster

Payment: Membership Application Statvs: TopView
Cash _____ __ _ __ Classification: New Member ___ __ TurboTax
Check _______ ____ Repular ($30.00) Renewal __

Credit Card _.___ Student ($25.00) Address Change __ . __ Coref Ventura
Applications should be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 703449, WordPerect/ Windows
Dallas, TX 75370-3449 {Make checks payahle to : NTPCUG.) XTREE
Please initial here _______ ___ *if you do not wisb to have your address ineluded on
member lists gold for the NTPCUG's benefit to advertisers of PC compatible products,



North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 703449, Dallas, TX 75370-3449
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group and scheduled
meeting date times and locations. Please leave a message if you would like specific information about the
Group. Or, visit our Web Page at: www.nipcug.org

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-profit,
independent group, not associated with any corporation.
Membership is open to owners and others interested in
exchanging ideas, information, hardware, predictions, and
other items related to personal and compatible computers.
To join the Group, complete the application blank printed
elsewhere in this newsletter, and send with $30 membership
dues to the Membership Director — address shown below.
Subscription to the newsletter is included with each
membership.

The Group meets once each month, nsvally on the second or
third Saturday. See inside front cover for date, time and
place of the next North Texas PC Users Group meeting.

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
Board of Directors

Andy Oliver Chairman
Reagan Andrews Marsha Drebelbis
Timothy Carmichael Alex Lilley
Jim Hoisington Fred Williams

NTPCUG Officers
President Andy Oliver . (972) 462-1896 h
: (972) 960-4215 w

Prestdeni-Elect Jim Hoisington (972) 416-3101 h
Program Chairman Timothy Carmichael  (972) 566-4626 w
Treasurer Eb Foersler (214) 357-7602 h
Secretary Wade Emmert (214) 740-3164 w
Membership Dir. Jim Hoisington (972) 416-3101h
Advertising Dir. Connie Andrews (214) 828-0699h

! (Acting}

. Publicity Rob Alschbach (214) 368-4979 b

’ Volunteer Coord. Claude McClure (972) 867-0978 h

{ Bulletin Board Fred Williams (972) 492-1315

; DFW Xchange Information (214) 746-3365

www.dfwxchange.com

Members Emeritus

i John Pribyl (1924 - 1993)
! Phil Chamberiain Jim Hoisington
David McGehee Stuart Yarus
Tom Prickett Connie Andrews
Kathryn Loafman Reagan Andrews
Fred Williams Timotby Carmichael
Andy Oliver Mark Gruner

NTPCUG O
and Volunteers
You Should Know

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NQOTE: To access the BBS Metro line from outside Area
Code 972, use Area Code 972. (This is NOT a toll calf from
Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Bulletin Board Settings: N -8 -1
(No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit)

NTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:

................................................. (972) 387-2751
................................................. (972) 387-2752
......................... .. METRO (972) 263-9036

SYSOP: e Fred Williams
AsSIStant SYSOpP: .vveciieecicrnnins Tom Prickett
Assistant SYSOP: .ocvoeccoeerennrnniecnies Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt:.......cocccceinnnn. Lewis Graber
User Relations:......c.coecvveneeenee Adam Peterson

Password problems?
Call Doug at.......coceerreerceee (214) 464-4568

Address Changes, etc...

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 703449
Dallas, Texas 75370-3449

(Check newsletter mailing label for your renewal date..)
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